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for this propensity, as such treatment leaves an indelible impression on the infant mind, and tends to set up repressions in the Unconscious that may lead to future mental conflicts, as we shall see later. Undue erotic concentration may be prevented by directing the mind of the child to various constructive activities suitable to its age and development. This is the beginning of the process of sublimation.
In regard to sexuality in childhood, Wilfrid Lay (Man's "Unconscious Conflict) states: "The repugnance against seeing anything of the quality or intensity of adult sexual feeling attributed to children under five years of age is so strong in most people that they have accused the Freudians of reading sex into everything. The reply to this accusation is that it is true that all excitement is primarily sexual, but the word sexual is tb be understood in a very broad sense, and that, viewed from the purely scientific standpoint, and freed from all ideas of prurience or prudery, there is no reproach in regarding what is admitted as the prime mover of human life and activity as an essential char-